
      Mary of  Magdala, Apostle to the Apostles Community 

    Fifth Sunday of Lent - March 29, 2020 

Order of Service 

                                                Script prepared by Rev. Alice Iaquinta for community use 

 

 
                                                       

                                                                                                                               

                                         Jesus raises Lazarus. 
 

 

 

                         Opening Song 
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Greeting   

In the name of the Creator , Redeemer and Holy Spirit.     Amen                     

          The grace of Jesus Christ, the love of God and the friendship of the Holy Spirit be with us all. 

 
 
Penitential Rite      

               Jesus, You came to reconcile us to one another and to God: Jesus, have mercy.                     
R. Jesus, have mercy. 

               Jesus, You heal the wounds of sin and division: Christ have mercy.                             
R. Christ have mercy.                                     

               Jesus, You heal the contrite: Jesus have mercy.                                     
R. Jesus, have mercy.                                                                     

               May almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us our sins, and bring us  
                     to everlasting life.                  

  R. Amen.   
 

Opening Prayer                      

God, we continue our Lenten journey, conscious of our universal call to holiness 

          as a Pilgrim people.  Deepen our understanding of the meaning of Jesusô death  

          and resurrection for our lives during this time of great travail in the world.  Change our  

          selfishness into self-giving.  Help us to transform the darkness of the worldôs pain  

          into the life and joy of Easter. 
 

Come, Holy Spirit and renew in us the power of your fire, that we may work tirelessly for justice  

                                                          and peace, and love deeply, despite adversity and trials.  We ask this through our   

          brother Jesus the Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit,  

          one God, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

 

Liturgy of the Word 

First Reading:   Ezekiel 37:12-14   A reading from the book of the prophet Ezekiel.  

Our Sovereign God says this: ñI am going to open your graves; I mean to raise you from your graves, 
my people, and lead you back to the land of Israel. And you will know that I am the Most High, when I 
open your graves and raise you from your graves, my people. And I will put my breath in you, and you 
will live. And I will resettle you on your own soil, and you will know that I, Your God, have said and 
done this ð it is Your God who speaks.ò                      

 The Word of God.  R. Thanks be to God.     
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Response 

                             

 

Second Reading: Romans 8:8-11     A reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans.  

Those who are in the flesh cannot please God. But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since 
the Spirit of God dwells in you. Those who do not have the Spirit of Christ do not belong to Christ. But 
if Christ is in you, then though the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit lives because of 
righteousness. If the Spirit of the One who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, then the One 
who raised Christ from the dead will also bring your mortal bodies to life also through the Spirit 
dwelling in you.                                      

The Word of God.   Thanks be to God! 

 

Gospel Acclamation 

                      

 

 



4 
 

 

 
Gospel Reading:  John 11:1-45     A reading from the Holy Gospel according to John.  

There was a certain man named Lazarus, who was sick. He and his sisters, Mary and Martha, were 
from the village of Bethany. Mary was the one who had anointed the feet of Jesus with perfume and 
dried his feet with her hair, and it was her brother Lazarus who was sick. The sisters sent this 
message to Jesus, ñRabbi, the one you love is sick.ò  

When Jesus heard this, he said, ñThis sickness will not end in death. It is happening for Godôs glory, 
so that Godôs Only Begotten may be glorified because of it.ò Jesus loved these three very much. Yet 
even after hearing that Lazarus was sick, he remained where he was staying for two more days. 
Finally he said to the disciples, ñLet us go back to Judea.ò  

They protested, ñRabbi, it was only recently that they tried to stone you This prompted some of the 
Pharisees to say, ñThis Jesus cannot be from God, because he and you want to go back there 
again?ò  Jesus replied, ñAre there not twelve hours of daylight? Those who walk by day do not 
stumble, because they see the world bathed in light; those who go walking by night will stumble 
because there is no light in them.ò  

After Jesus said this, he said to the disciples, ñOur beloved Lazarus has fallen asleep. I am going to 
Judea to wake him.ò The disciples objected, ñBut Rabbi, if he is only asleep, he will be fine.ò Jesus 
had been speaking about Lazarusô death, but they thought he was talking about actual sleep. So he 
said, ñLazarus is dead! For your sakes I am glad that I was not there, that you might come to believe. 
In any event, let us go to him.ò Then Thomas, the Twin, said to the rest, ñLet us go with Jesus, so that 
we can die with him.ò  

When Jesus arrived in Bethany, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four days. 
Since Bethany was only about two miles from Jerusalem, many people had come out to console 
Martha and Mary about their brother. When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went to meet 
him, while Mary stayed at home with the mourners.  

 

                              

 
     Jesus, Mary and  Martha

 ð=ė\UjYėWcaYėhcėVY`]YjYėh\Uhėmciė    
      are the Messiah,  
  ;cXógėCb`mė6Y[chhYb"ė 
      the One who is coming  
          ]bhcėh\Yėkcf`X$ñ  
                                                    John 11:27 
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When she got to Jesus, Martha said, ñIf you had been here, my brother would never have died! Yet 
even now, I am sure that God will give you whatever you ask.ò ñYour brother will rise again!ò Jesus 
assured her. Martha replied, ñI know he will rise again in the resurrection on the last day.ò  

Jesus told her, ñI am the Resurrection, and I am Life. Those who believe in me will live, even if they 
die; and those who are alive and believe in me will never die. ñDo you believe this?ò ñYes!ò Martha 
replied, ñI have come to believe that you are the Messiah, Godôs Only Begotten, the One who is 
coming into the world.ò  

When she had said this, Martha went back and called her sister Mary. ñThe Teacher is here, asking 
for you,ò she whispered.  As soon as Mary heard this, she got up and went to him. Jesus had not 
gotten to the village yet. He was at the place where Martha had met him.  

Those who were there consoling her saw her get up quickly and they followed Mary, thinking she was 
going to the tomb to mourn. When Mary got to Jesus, she fell to his feet and said, ñIf you had been 
here, Lazarus never would have died.ò  

When Jesus saw her weeping, and the other mourners as well, he was troubled in spirit, moved by 
the deepest emotions. ñWhere have you laid him?ò Jesus asked. ñCome and see,ò they said. And 
Jesus wept.  

The people in the crowd began to remark, ñSee how much he loved him! He made the blind person 
see; why could he not have done something to prevent Lazarusô death?ò  Jesus was deeply moved. 
They approached the tomb, which was a cave with a stone in front of it. ñTake away the stone,ò Jesus 
directed. Martha said, ñRabbi, it has been four days now. By this time there will be a stench.ò  Jesus 
replied, ñDid I not assure you that if you believed you would see the glory of God?ò So they took the 
stone away.  

Jesus raised his eyes to heaven and said, ñAbba, thank you for having heard me. I know that you 
always hear me, but I have said this for the sake of the crowd, that they might believe that you sent 
me!ò Then Jesus called out in a loud voice, ñLazarus, come out!ò And Lazarus came out of the tomb, 
still bound hand and foot with linen strips, his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus told the crowd, ñUntie 
him and let him go free.ò  Many of those who had come to console Martha and Mary, and saw what 
Jesus did, put their faith in him.                          

The Good News of Salvation!      Glory and praise to our Savior Jesus Christ! 

 

 

Shared Homily  
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THE COMMERCIUM  (THE EXCHANGE) 

We now begin the commercium or the exchange, where as a community, we profess our faith, offer 
our prayers, present our gifts of bread and wine, offering them back to God, from whom they came, 
blessing God as we do so.  Then, together, we pray the Eucharistic prayer.   

 

Profession of Faith --  Inclusive Apostles Creed                                                         

All:      We believe in one God, maker of heaven and earth, who in goodness created us and by grace 

sustains us.  We believe in Jesus Christ, beloved child of God, who became a human being and lived 

among us, experiencing fully the joys, sorrows and temptations of human life.  Where he walked the 

earth, he taught and healed, but most of all he loved us, and showed us how to love one another.  For 

us he was crucified; he died and was buried. Yet he rose again and lives on, freeing us and 

empowering us to be children of God. We believe in the Holy Spirit, poured out upon the early 

disciples at the Day of Pentecost and upon us in our baptisms.   

    The Spirit has spoken through the prophets, continues still to speak through us today, and joins us 

together in the body of Christ, yearning within us to pray for those things too deep for words, 

nourishing us in faith and bringing us to the wholeness of life everlasting.  Amen. 

            Affirmation of Faith: from the MIT Lutheran-Episcopal Ministry, Cambridge, MA 
 
 

 

Prayers of the Faithful:                                                                                   

We now gather our petitions together as a community and offer them to God. 

For peace on earth, that all people, will recognize that everyone is a member of Godôs Holy Family, 
despite their differences, we prayé. 
    R. ñWe put our faith in Jesus.ò       
 

For healing of body, heart, mind and soul for those who suffer, that they may find peace, we prayé..  
    R. ñWe put our faith in Jesus.ò    
    
For all religious and political leaders, that the power vested and used in their positions will always 
reflect Godôs love for everyone, we prayé.. 
    R. ñWe put our faith in Jesus.ò     
   
For an end to all violence, that all can live without fear, we prayé. 
    R. ñWe put our faith in Jesus.ò    
    
 And for what else should we pray?      (offer your prayers)                           
    R.ò We put our faith in Jesus.ò                                                                                          
 

(At conclusion of prayers)   All these things and whatever else you see that we need, grant us O God,  

     for the sake of our brother Jesus, who died and rose again and now lives and reigns with you  

     and the Holy Spirit, One God, forever and ever.    All:  Amen. 
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Presentation and preparation of the Gifts   
                             

 

Offertory Song       

                             

 

 

Blessing Prayers 

     Blessed are you, God of all creation.  Through your goodness we have this bread to offer,  

     which earth has given and human hands have made.  It will become for us the bread of life.    

Blessed be God for ever.    

  

     Blessed are you, God of all creation.  Through your goodness we have this wine to offer,   

     fruit of the vine and work of human hands. It will become for us our spiritual drink. 

Blessed be God for ever.      

     

     Blessed are you, God of all creation.  Through your goodness we have these gifts of time,  

      talent, and treasure to humbly offer back to you as the work of our human hands.  

     They will become for us the instruments of your presence among us.    

Blessed be God forever.. 
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Offering the Gifts 

Presider: Pray, my sisters and brothers, that these gifts may be acceptable to our loving God. 

All: May God accept these gifts from our hands, for the praise and glory of Godôs name,  

                        for our good and the good of all. 

 

Prayer over the Gifts                                           

Loving God, May this sacrament we offer help us always put our faith in Jesus, increase our 
love for you and strengthen and inspire us to live in service to peace, justice, acceptance and love for 
all, with hope and trust now and always.   

 

Preface Dialogue 

 God be with you.                       And also with you 
       Lift up your hearts.               We lift them up to God. 
           Let us give thanks to God.        It is right to give God thanks and praise 
 
 

Preface prayer:  We pray together,                                             

All powerful and ever living God, we do well always and everywhere to give you thanks through Jesus 
the Christ.  As we near the end of our Lenten journey to the paschal mystery we continue to reflect 
deeply on the events that give us new life in Christ, You reveal more clearly how your Son lives within 
us. Now, with the communion of saints, we sing the unending hymn of your praiseé 

Holy, Holy, Holy 

                     
 
You are holy indeed, O God of faithful love, and all creation rightly gives you praise.  All life, all 
holiness, comes from you through Jesus the Christ, by the working of the Holy Spirit.  In every age 
you have gathered people to yourself, so that from east to west, north to south, a perfect offering may 
be made to the glory of your name. And so, Holy One of infinite mercy and compassion, we bring you 
these gifts.  We ask you to make them holy  by the power of your Spirit, that they may become the 
Body and Blood of Christ. 
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Institution Narrative                                                                                                  

On the night Jesus was betrayed, he took bread, gave you thanks and praise.  He broke it and gave it 
to his disciples, saying:                                               

     ñTake this all of you and eat.  This is my body which will be given up for you.ò 

When supper was ended, he took the cup. Again he gave you thanks and praise, and gave the cup to 
his disciples, saying:  

       ñTake this, all of you and drink. This is the cup of my blood, the blood of the new and 
everlasting covenant.  It will be shed for you and for all so that sins may be forgiven. Do this in 
memory of me.ò      

     

Presider:  We proclaim the mystery of faith. 

                          
 

Anamnesis, Offering, Intercessions    

Holy One, As we call to mind and celebrate the memory of Jesus, his death and his resurrection, we 
now offer you, in thanksgiving, this holy and living Eucharist.  Look with favor on our offering and 
grant that we, nourished by this Eucharist, and filled with the Holy Spirit, become one body, one spirit 
in Christ.   
 
May this Eucharist, which has made our peace with you, advance the healing, peace and salvation of 
all the world.  Strengthen in faith and love your pilgrim Church on earth.  Give us courage in this time 
of great human suffering to bring true justice to the world.   
 
Fill us with your divine mercy, so that we may extend to all people and to the whole of creation 
compassionate love.  May your mercy, O God of infinite love, heal the divisions in our Church and in 
the world.   
 
We place into your gentle hands, loving God, all who are ill, and all who are in need of healing, and all 
those who are caring for them, especially those willing to lay down their lives for others in this time of 
world wide illness.  Embrace in your eternal love all those we love and all those who have left this 
world, especially those for whom we now pray in the silence of our hearts. 
.                                                                                                                    
Gracious God, hear our prayers and unite all Your people In mercy and love wherever they may be.    
 
Doxology    
For it is through Christ, With Christ, In Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor is 
yours, all loving God, for ever and ever. Amen. 
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COMMUNION RITE 

Disciples Prayer 

 We pray as Jesus taught us to The Holy One, the Source of All, the Great Spirit, Our Creator, 
Yahweh, Allah, our Mother,  our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name;     your kin-dom 
come; your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; lead us out of temptation and deliver us 
from evil. For the kin-dom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.  Amen.   
                                         

Sign of Peace 

Peace be with you.  And also with you.   

On the morning of the resurrection, Jesus greeted Mary of Magdala and the other women outside the 
tomb with the word, ñShalom, Peace.ò   Amen. 

Let us offer each other a sign of Christôs peace. 
 

Breaking of the Bread                                            

    Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:   have mercy on us. 
    Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:   have mercy on us. 
    Lamb of God, you take away the sins of the world:     grant us peace.  
 

Communion   We pray:   

This is the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world. Happy are we who are called to 
this supper.   

Jesus by your cross and resurrection, you have set us free.  You are the Savior of the world.  . 

Communion Song 

                                       

Quiet Time  
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Prayer after Communion   

We pray, Loving God, by this Eucharist, that we may always remember that we are one with Jesus 
and each other.  In our present time of great trial, as we wait for the healing of the world, although 
separated physically from each other, may our spirits be joined together in hope and in the Spirit.      

Source of all Love, watch over your Church and bring us to the glory of the resurrection, filled by the 
power of your Holy Spirit.  By this Eucharist may we grow in our ability to love and to live our Vatican 
II faith in the world.  Bless our efforts to serve you by loving others well.  Amen. 

 

 

 

CONCLUDING RITE 

 

Greeting  God be with you.      And also with you. 

Blessing     

May God bless us and keep us.  May Godôs face shine upon us and give us peace.  In the name of 
the  Creator, Redeemer and Holy Spirit.   Amen 

        Our mass is ended, but our service has just begun.      

Dismissal     

Filled with the Holy Spirit, we now go forth into the world to ñlive Jesus,ò bringing Godôs loving 
presence to our communities through faith, sacrament and outreach.  Thanks be to God. 
Amen.                                     

 

Closing Song   (on back page) 

                Enter the Journey                        
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Music used with permission, Onelicense.net 

Mary of Magdala, Apostle to the Apostles Community,  Wauwatosa WI 


